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Professor urges broader focus for stemcell research

types of cells from adults
could hold the key to
neurological disorders
besides stemcells, such
as cells from umbilical
cord blood and bone
marrow.

Professor Harvey said
it made sense to examine
other options first, con-
sidering the ethical
issues. :

While scientists were
interested in using
“spare” embryos —
those produced through
fertility programs — it
was possible in the
future there would be a
push for embryos to be
produced purely for cur-
ing diseases in adults, he
said.

“My view is that
research into adult stem-
cells should be financed
and encouraged as
enthusiastically as that
of embryonic stemcells,”
Professor Harvey said.

“If we don’t push this
line of research, we may
end up grappling with
ethical issues that inhibit
stemcell research unnec-
essarily, given that there

~ . is this alternative poten-

helpful to researchers, as  tial resource.”
he advocated only Last year, the Federal -
embryonic stemcells a5 4 Government announced
p_-;gssilhle cure for spinal  a three-year moratorium
mjuries, on therapeutic cloning.

Professor Harvey said The Genetic Support
studies around the world Council of WA orga-
had indicated several nised the forum.




